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I began this newsletter on Boxing Day 2009 with 

memories of the year gone by and the good 

happenings and the sad memories of friends who 

are no longer with us.   

I still find it irritating that the history of the men 

and women who came to build the city has been 

and is still being ignored in the ‘official’ history of 

our city and that very few Canberrans know about 

the temporary suburbs and camps where they and 

we lived. 

The most recent NCA report on Stirling Park for 

the first time acknowledged the construction 

workers who lived at Westlake but made the 

mistake of putting all 700 who lived in the three 

government camps, Contractor Howie’s Settlement 

and our Settlement of 61 cottages all in The Gap ie 

where our cottages were – would have been a bit 

crowded. 

This may to do with possible proposed 

developments in the area opposite Lotus Bay 

(Block 3, Section 128 Stirling Park Yarralumla) 

where the men of the Tradesmen’s Camp and 

Contractor Howie’s people lived.  In our area, near 

Haines’ Creek (Block 4, Section 128 Stirling Park) 

the line of an undeveloped road to join Empire 

Circuit with the area near the Southern Cross 

Yacht Club (old Briar Farm site) has been marked 

by ACTEWAGL with yellow posts.  These indicate 

that if this road is constructed it will knock out the 

site of our plaque and tree planted by our then 

oldest men in 1997 and the only remaining 

temporary septic tank used in settlements before 

being connected to the sewer. 

Hazel Kennedy (nee Haines) remembered playing 

in the then empty septic and Reg Newcombe of 

Westridge recalled that their septic tank was near 

Mueller Street and that during WW2 it was turned 

into an air raid shelter. 

I remember that we had a small air raid shelter in 

our backyard of 27 Westlake (near corner of 

Empire Circuit and Forster Crescent – in the park) 

and that opposite –now the grounds of the Mexican 

Embassy was a line of trenches.  I have been told 

that there were more trenches up near the tennis 

courts.  Ronnie O’Rourke showed me the site of 

their air raid shelter which was on the other side 

of the hall near the present Alexandrina Drive. 

However, one step forward is that if one uses 

Google on the net and types in WESTLAKE, or 

STIRLING PARK, YARRALUMLA that some 

information about our Westlake now comes to 

view. 

This newsletter, like those that went before, is a 

bit of a ramble through time as memories surface 

and the deaths of friends documented in the 

papers note the passing of yet another of our 

ranks. 

Over the years, Yarralumla Primary School have 

organised annual excursions to the sites of our 

homes.  This year, I and John Bruggeman who has 

carried out valuable work to document the sites in 

Stirling Park, Yarralumla were involved.  We sat in 

comfortable chairs provided by a parent in front of 

a cardboard ‘replica’ of the front of Horrie 

Cleaver’s (later Keir) house and met small groups 

of children as they arrived and told them about 

Westlake.   

Mrs Ruth Bell, Ngunawal elder, met the children on 

Stirling Ridge to speak to them and welcome them 

to Ngunawal country. 

Stirling Park is a huge archaeological site with 

evidence of man’s use of this land that includes 

Ngunawal (scarred trees, stone arrangements etc), 

Colonial (old tracks and eg lead musket ball) and 

Construction period (Westlake – 3 Gov Camps, 61 

Westlake Cottages & Contractor Howie’s 

Settlement). 

Whilst waiting for the children to arrive a man 

parked his car at the corner of Empire Circuit and 

Forster Crescent (present entrance to Stirling Park 

near George Sykes’s place where our major plaque 

rests). He came down to speak to us to find out 

what was going on.  He is Horrie’s son or grandson.  

Small world!  He often, like many of us, continues 

to visit Westlake. 

A copy of the newspaper report of the wedding of 

Horrie & Alice Cleaver was found in the Canberra 

Times 20.1.1928 – ‘A pretty wedding was 

celebrated at Christ Church Queanbeyan on 

Monday morning last when Mr Horace Cleaver 

youngest son of Mr and Mrs George Cleaver of 

Canberra and late of Majors Creek, Braidwood was 

married to Miss Alice Radcliffe youngest daughter 

of Mr and Mrs George Radcliffe of Tharwa Road 

Queanbeyan.   The ceremony was performed by 

Rev GB Thompson. The bride who was given away 

by her father, Mr G Radcliffe, was dressed in a 

white georgette electric pleated and carried a 

bouquet of white roses.  The bridesmaids were 

Misses E and M Murton. The former wore a frock of 

blue crepe de chine trimmed with silver lace and 

carried a bouquet of pink roses and the latter wore 

a pink crepe de chine and carried a posy of white 

roses. Mr F Cleaver a brother of the bridegroom 

was best man.   The reception and breakfast 
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attended by relatives and friends were held at 

Walsh’s Hotel Queanbeyan and the breakfast 

tables were tastefully decorated in blue with floral 

de... The happy pair will reside in Canberra.’ 

Horrie was one of the three men who planted our 

tree near our plaque.  The other two were Eric 

Menzies and Arthur Carn. 

 

George Sykes & his brother, Gay, were the first 

taxi owner drivers in Canberra. Horrie was the first 

hire car owner driver and he and his wife carried 

on the business for many years. 

 

During December, 2009, Bill Convine and his wife 

Norah, visited from Queensland where they now 

live.  Bill is undertaking a new book – the subject 

being the boys of Westlake and some of the antics 

they got up to. 

His stories may be added to by a search in 

newspaper articles now on line that include the 

Canberra Times between 1926 and 1954.   

The pages of the newspapers include the records 

of those brought up before the magistrate for 

crimes such as running a SP Book [Lofty Harrison 

and Kinnane feature in these articles], swearing in 

public, riding a bike without a light, not sending 

children to school, neighbours’ arguments and 

drunkenness, were brought up before the local 

magistrate and at times quite hefty fines imposed. 

There are many stories that tell of daily life that 

include the struggle to get a bus to call into the 

Westlake settlement.  We did eventually in the 

1950s succeed to get the school bus to enter 

Westlake, but the lady shoppers still had to walk 

to the Hotel Canberra or State Circle stops. 

One article that I found identified our hall as being 

the old Mess from Eastlake Camp.  It was moved by 

men working on the Unemployment Relief Scheme 

(1930).  The original hall was the Mess used by the 

men of No 3 Sewer Camp.  Their tents were along 

the base of Stirling Ridge and when this camp was 

moved in 1925 cottages 53-62 Westlake were built 

on the site.  Arthur Freeman Jnr told me about the 

first hall – his father, Arthur Snr was Mess Caterer 

No 3 Sewer Camp. 

The Canberra Times 22 October 1930 has an article 

– OFFICIAL OPENING WESTLAKE HALL.  The new 

Westlake Hall was officially opened on Saturday 

evening inst. Messrs TM Shakespeare and R Rowe 

spoke briefly on the need for developing a 

community spirit and dancing followed.  The 

entertainment was in aid of the Canberra Relief 

Fund. During the evening novelty dances were 

held and interest was very keen. The 

unemployment relief fund will benefit by 

approximately £12 and it is the intention to hold 

another dance in aid of the cause. 

 

Above: photograph from 

Lorna Marriott showing 

moving of a canteen in 

Canberra in1919. It is 

probably that our hall that 

came from Eastlake was 

moved in a similar manner 

 

Left: Angela Ivanovici 

outside our Hall 1950s. 

(Courtesy Angela) 

 

Above: Interior of Westlake Hall 1938 – courtesy of 

Vic Reynolds. 

The newspaper articles are a great reminder of the 

Annual Christmas Parties held in the hall at which 

Santa gave every child a present and lollies and 

ice-creams were given out.  Today this may not 

seem like much, but in an era of The Great 

Depression followed by World War 2 these were 

indeed treats. I nearly forgot to mention – that in 

the 1940s, my father, Leonard Austin was Santa.  I 

didn’t know this until Kevin Sykes told me my 

father’s nick-name was ‘DADDA’ because he was 

the Santa. 
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Above: Photograph of Haines children taken in the 

1940s.  The children are in their school uniforms – 

and shoes were not part of it.  This was not 

uncommon.  Below is a school photograph taken in 

the 1950s – Telopea Park. Sylvia Menzies is third 

from the right bottom row.  

 

On Friday 8 January I received another one of 

those sad phone calls.  Dorrie Maxwell let me know 

that her sister, Marjie (Marjorie Joan) Archer (nee 

Day) had died the previous day.  Marjie was born 

on 24 June 1922 and lived at Briar Farm with her 

parents the late [Lillian] Frances and Charles 

Foster Day with her siblings – Dorothy, Phyllis 

(dec), Albie (dec) and Claude (dec).   

Marjie’s first marriage was to Don Boyd of 

Westridge and the family lived for a time at 48 

Westlake.  Marjie is survived by her daughters, 

Kaye (Robertson) and Julie (Fitzpatrick) and 

grandsons.  

On Friday 4 September, I received a phone call 

from Carmel Koenig, only child of Dorothy (nee 

Day) and Arthur Maxwell to tell me that her 

mother, Dorrie died the day before.   

The Canberra Times: DOROTHY THELMA MAXWELL 

9.5.21-2.9.2010, Loving wife of Arthur (deceased), 

Loved Mother of Carmel, Absolutely adored 

grandmother and great grandmother of 

Christopher, Martin and Jenny Koenig and Justin 

and Nathan.  Someone who gave unconditionally.  

The funeral service of Dorothy will be held at St 

Joseph’s Catholic Church Boronia Drive O’Connor 

on Friday 10 September 2010 commencing at 

10am. MH O’Rourke [funeral directors]. 

Dorrie was the eldest child of Charles Forster and 

Lillian Frances (nee Gallagher) Day.   Brother 

Albie’s wife is the only surviving member of this 

generation of the family.  

Dorrie married Arthur Maxwell, grandson of PT and 

Mary (nee Wall) Maxwell of Queanbeyan.  His 

father, Tom, was killed in action in Jericho in 

1918. 

In 1927 the Day family moved into Briar Farm 

cottage, Acton [Westlake].  Father, Charles Foster 

Day, worked for the surveyors. In the early 1950s 

the remaining family members still living at Briar 

Farm moved and the old place was pulled down.  

The Southern Cross Yacht Club was built on the 

site.  

A reminder of the family’s time in the cottage is 

found on the trunk of one of the big elm trees that 

held up one end of the washing line.     

At aged 8, Dorrie moved to Molonglo to live with 

her grandmother, Mary Gallagher then recently 

widowed.  Her grandparents Gallagher had walked 

off their Bywong farm and for a time lived with a 

family in Howie’s Cottages [site now Block 3, 

Section 128 Stirling Park, Yarralumla] before the 

Molonglo cottage became available.  

On her birthday 9 May 1927, young Dorothy walked 

across from Briar Farm to the Provisional 

Parliament House where she with a number of 

locals and visitors watched the celebrations of the 

opening of the parliament by the Duke of York. 

Dorrie & Arthur Maxwell lived for many years at 56 

Westlake before their last move to 25 Hackett 

Gardens Turner, where both lived until their 

deaths. 

Dorrie and Arthur were like parents to me and they 

are sadly missed by me as well as her family.  

The Canberra Times 23 January 2010 – DEATHS: 

DAPHNE IDA CASHMORE [nee Davis] 25.8.1914-

15.1.1210 – Devoted and loving mother of 

Margaret, Mike and Louise, Mother-in-law to Tess 

and John; Loving Gran to Mark, Kristan, Raymond, 

Michael and Kathy.  A gracious lady who will be 

sadly missed.  Her funeral was held at the Woden 

Cemetery on Wednesday 27 January 2010. 
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Daphne was one of our early pioneers of the 

construction era time. She lived with her family 

for a time at Russell Hill and attended the Girls 

Grammar in the early years.  Part of her story is in 

The Builders of Canberra 1909-1929. She was a 

keen photographer and I hope that her collection 

of photographs will find a good home somewhere 

where researchers will be able to view them. 

Trish Frei, suggested that I update the Builders 

and this work has now started.  When I see the 

typos and other errors I cringe, but then it was 

written in another time before the wondrous 

programmes now available on computers and it 

was a beginning. Now I know a lot more and hope 

to bring that knowledge to the new revised 

book/s. 

Andrew Gibb contacted me re traction engines 

used in the early years of construction at 

Canberra. He and his father bought a couple of 

engines from a Canberra person.  

 

The following photograph is one loaned by Marjie 

Rundle (nee Hawke) showing her father and others 

on Stirling Ridge (hill above cottages 53-62 and the 

hall) taken in 1924.  They were working on the 

main intercepting sewer.  One of the traction 

engines used by the sewer men is shown in this 

photograph. 

 

 

Andrew wrote: The traction engine shown in the 

picture [above photograph] is a McLaren built 

around 1911 and was new to the Walgett Shire 

Council. It was bought second hand by the Federal 

Capital Commission after a year or two and used 

with the other 6 or so traction engines on the 

construction of Canberra. Now that I can see the 

full image, this isn't the McLaren we own. There 

were 2 at Canberra, with the rear end of them 

being different from each other. 

 

Of the other pictures of engines you sent through, 

I have seen all of them before in various places, 

except the one showing rock crushing at the Cotter 

dam construction. Note however that both the 

steam engines shown are "portable steam engines', 

not traction engines. I.e. the 2 engines at the 

Cotter were basically stationary engines that were 

towed from place to place. The traction engines 

were self propelled and were mainly used for 

haulage. Much like a tractor or truck pulling a 

trailer nowadays. 

 

 

Above: Engines bought by Andrew on their way to 

their new home. 

The steam engines she [Karen Williams] told you 

about that were steamed out from the property 

"The Oaks" and onto a truck were actually the ones 

that my father and I bought! This was in February 

last year, and yes we did in fact steam up the 

traction engine (there was only 1) and drive it onto 

a truck. We bought the other smaller portable 

steam engines as well, but they were shifted by 

tractor and craned onto the trucks. This traction 

engine is one of these 7 or so engines that were 

used in the construction of Canberra. It is the 

other McLaren. The people we bought it off 

showed my father a picture of this engine that was 

published in a book on the Queanbeyan/Oaks 

Estate area. I didn't see the picture, and now the 

old couple can't find the book anymore!!! Hence 

why I wonder if your Oaks Estate contact might 

know of this picture in the book. 

 

The picture you sent through of 2 traction engines 

moving a Canteen building shows our McLaren and 

a Fowler traction engine. You said you obtained a 

copy of this from Lorna Marriot, who I suppose got 

it from her father. Could you be kind enough to 

send through a high resolution Jpeg copy of this 

one as well? 

 

Also, I have seen a picture of our McLaren engine 

taken in the 1920s at Kingston. This image is 

supposedly with the Kingston Historical Society. Do 

you know anyone in this group? The photo was 

taken by Jack Benson, who seemed to have taken 

a few photos of early Canberra. 



WESTLAKE NEWSLETTER 2010 
 

5 
 

Trish Frei, who has an 

article on Stan Brill on 

her web page received 

an e-mail from a 

granddaughter, Shelley 

Brill who corrected the 

year of his death.  The 

wrong year would be 

my fault as it would 

have been me who 

supplied the 

information.  However, 

the information from Shelley also provided the 

death date of Beryl, Stan’s wife of many years and 

that Stan died on his wedding anniversary – 15th 

March 2008 [also my 

mother’s birthday 

and the day that we 

erected our 

Westlake Plaque – 

different years of 

course.]  His wife 

Beryl Brill passed 

away one month & 

three days later on 

18th April 2008. The 

couple had then 

recently moved from 

their home in David Street Turner. 

Top photograph Stan and Beryl probably taken in 

Sydney and above, Stan at Fairbairn? 

On 13 March 2010, the Narrabundah community 

held an open day at the shops where people who 

lived in the Narrabundah Pre-fabs and interested 

people met to chat, read about the past, buy good 

food and in general enjoy themselves. The day was 

organised by Austin Lynch who lives in one of the 

pre-fabs and has been collecting the history which 

he intends to put on a web page for all who are 

interested.  Alan Foskett is currently writing a 

history of Narrabundah that should come out early 

in the New Year. 

Austin’s web 

http://www.narraprefab.org/index.html  

Trish Frei has also put up a web with 

information about Westlake 

www.canberrahistorygroup.com. Another two of 

mine are http://earlycanberra.webs.com/  and 

http://canberracamps.webs.com/   

Incidentally a comment by a member of the CDHS 

that we should make a list of all the camps, 

houses, hostels etc between the years of 1909 to 

the post war years –contributed to the following 

article. There are of course numerous lists of the 

above and one wonders, just how many times it 

has to be done... oh well!] 

CANBERRA, THE CITY OF TENTS & HUMPIES BEFORE 

THE CITY OF BRICK & CONCRETE 

1913-2013 

The centenary celebration of the naming of 

Canberra in March 1913 is soon upon us.  The 

rhetoric of the celebrations dwells on the 

permanent city and its beginnings.  It dwells on 

the history of the decision makers and planners 

who had the vision to design a Federal City and 

carry out the plans - first of the Departmental plan 

and later that of the winner of the competition to 

design the city – Walter Burley Griffin.   

Neglected is the Canberra of the builders and 

where they lived. Forgotten are our first  

settlements – the first suburbs – most temporary 

but some that became permanent - where men 

and women who came to build the city lived in a 

few farm cottages, tents and humpies constructed 

from timber, hessian and tin.  The nearest town 

was Queanbeyan and those travelling by train from 

Victoria had to continue their journey to Canberra 

via horse and horse drawn vehicles or the new 

motor car from Yass. 

Our first suburbs – the temporary ones – were at: 

  Acton (Administrative Centre & first 

nursery),  

 Brickyards (Westridge, Yarralumla) 

which also became home to the 

Forestry School and permanent 

nursery and arboretum,  

 Cotter River (dam, pumping station – 

water supply);  

 Power House & Yards (Industrial 

centre that included transport depot 

and the various ‘shops’ such as Fitter 

& Turners & Joiners – Ambulance & 

Fire Station  headquarters) 

 Duntroon – RMC [also had school] 

In the post World War One era they were 

joined by the major temporary suburbs at 

 Molonglo (converted ex-internment 

camp) where a school was 

established 

 Westlake  - (Stirling Park, Yarralumla 

& part of Capitol Hill) 

 Causeway – first large hall built in 

territory by 50-50 system – men 

supplied labour & FCC the materials. 

http://www.narraprefab.org/index.html
http://www.canberrahistorygroup.com/
http://earlycanberra.webs.com/
http://canberracamps.webs.com/
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In 1925 – 1926 these temporary 

suburbs were joined with two humpy 

settlements were established: 

 Riverbourne (opposite Harman 

Naval Station on the Molonglo River) 

 Russell Hill (in the vicinity of 

Campbell Shops) – school established. 

 

The nucleus of permanent suburbs commenced in 

the post WW One period in the early 1920s at 

Eastlake (Kingston); Blandfordia (Forrest & 

Griffith); Civic Centre  & Ainslie (Braddon), North 

Ainslie (Ainslie), South Ainslie (Reid); Westridge 

(Yarralumla) but it was not until 1926 that the 

move to build sufficient houses for the removal of 

government departments from Melbourne to 

Sydney was accelerated.   

 

By 1927 the brick, concrete and few timber 

cottages along with facilities such as shops and 

school were ready for their arrival and from this 

time the duality of suburban Canberra 

commenced.  The majority of builders continued 

to live in a hidden city out of sight of permanent.  

They lived in temporary dwellings – some, like the 

small unlined timber portable cottages designed by 

HM Rolland built at Westlake, Acton and Causeway 

were connected to water and sewerage, but many 

others were the humpies built with hessian walls 

and tin roofs, small unlined cubicles and canvas 

tents.   

 

The temporary Canberra hidden from permanent 

Canberra was intended to be removed by 1929, but 

continued to exist until the late 1960s into the 

1970s and indeed was joined by more temporary 

dwellings in the form of hostels that like the early 

years segregated the construction workers from 

the white collar workers.  The former were moved 

into hostels such as Hillside and Capital Hill 

Hostels on Capital Hill and the others into ones 

such as Reid, Mulwala and Narellan House. (Note 

the single men construction workers – lived in 

hostels and the white collar workers – men and 

women lived in ‘houses’.   Even the turn of phrase 

– a title – segregated.) 

 

Canberra was a city of tents & humpies before it 

became a city of brick and concrete.  In this lead 

up to the celebrations let us not forget the men 

and women who built the city.  Without the men 

of vision who planned the city there would be no 

city, but equally, without the men and women who 

built the city there would be no city. 

 

Kay Keeley (nee Walters) died on 11 April 2010.  

With her passing another of the old Westlake kids 

has gone.  Her funeral took place at the grave side 

Woden Cemetery.   

 
The Walter’s story is in True Tales. It was written 
by Kay and Denny. Part of it reads as follows:  Our 
Family Tree – Parents: Cyril Walters married 
Melvie McKay in Bombala in 1931.  They had three 
children; Kay born 1932 – married Ron Keely and 
have six children: Sheila (always known as Denny) 
born Bombala 1938 – married Helmut Frei - two 
children; John born Canberra 1945 married Lynn 
Bayley (3 children) and 2… 
 
Another death is that of Frank Dunshea’s wife 
reported in The Canberra Times 12 July 2010 – 
Irene Dunshea 4 November 1922 – 10 July 2010 
Loved wife of Frank, Mother and Mother-in-law of 
Kevin and Barbara, Gary and Shirley,  Marylou and 
Biran, Julie (dec) and Alan, Grandma of Chris, 
Paul, Jarryd, Jordan, Fergus and Nada. Sister of 
Elvie (dec), Marie, Adele, Arthur (dec) and Kevin. 
 
She was farewelled with a Mass of Christian burial 
held at St Christopher’s Cathedral on Thursday 15 
July 2010.  Irene was buried in Woden Cemetery. 
Eulogy - Irene Dunshea – by her son, Kevin. 

Our Mum, Irene Ouvrier, was born on the 4th of 

November 1922 in the inner Sydney suburb of 

Newtown.  

 

By today’s standards she belonged to a large 

family, having three sisters, Elvie, Marie and Adele 

and two brothers, Arthur and Kevin.  When she 

was quite young, the family moved to Manly where 

she spent the rest of her formative years. 

 

After finishing school she commenced work as an 

apprentice milliner in her mid teens working in the 

city of Sydney. I can remember her telling me 

stories about how sick she would get whilst 

crossing Sydney Heads in heavy seas travelling to 

and from work on the Manly ferry. During World 

War II Mum was conscripted by the Government to 

support the war effort by working in a tin printing 

factory once again in the inner city. Following the 

end of the war she worked for a while in the 

Millions Club in the city as a waitress.  

 

She came to Canberra on a working holiday in 

1950, waitressing at both the Kingston and 

Wellington Hotels.  It was on a trip to the Cotter 

that she met Frank Dunshea and romance quickly 

blossomed. Within a couple of months mum and 

dad married (on the 2nd of December 1950). 

And they say that whirlwind marriages don’t last! 

In 1952 their first child, Kevin was born and not 

long after, they moved to the house in Walker 

Crescent which is still the family home. Following 

on from Kevin, Gary/I was born in 1954, then 

Marylou in 1957 and Julie in 1961. 
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For the next 20 odd years mum devoted her time 

to looking after her family and bringing up her four 

wonderful children. 

I remember a particular time when dad was 

teaching mum to drive and the endless hours it 

took practicing reverse parking outside the Police 

Station in Rudd Street. Kevin and I would be in the 

back being very bored with Marylou sleeping 

(hopefully) in her bassinet beside us. It was a most 

testing time in more ways than one. Despite this 

she passed her licence on her first go.  

She could now become the modern mum taking up 

the role of the family taxi driver in the once 

famous brown Hillman Minx. However, she was so 

concerned about how she would go as a driver she 

continued to display her L plates for some time 

after gaining her licence. Whilst we kids were 

growing up she was always part of the volunteers 

for school tuck shop duties and whatever else the 

schools would throw her way.  Mum and Dad didn’t 

get to go out much while we were growing up but 

they did form a group of keen card players who 

were all parishioners of St Christopher’s. This 

group has remained good friends since this time.  

Once we kids were basically self-sufficient, mum 

turned her energies to pursuits of her own. 

Along with her good friend Gwen Gallagher, she 

formed part of the original Meals on Wheels troupe 

in Canberra. They continued to provide this service 

for over 20 years and proudly received an award 

for their outstanding efforts. She also took up golf 

and quickly became a very keen participant in the 

game as an associate member of the Queanbeyan 

Golf Club. 

For many years, mum served on the committee 

and caddied for a long time for the club champion, 

Colleen De Costa. 

Mum and dad also began to travel and along with 

her two sisters, Adele and Marie, and sometimes 

her brother Kevin, visited all parts of Australia, 

usually driving the whole way. From all reports, 

these trips were a laugh a minute.  

In later years, mum suffered from a form of 

dementia, which led to a progressive loss of 

memory.  One of the first signs of this was that she 

lost the ability to keep score at golf and 

unfortunately had to give up the game that had 

given her so much pleasure.  

Despite this, she managed in these later years to 

travel to parts of Europe, including Ireland and 

France and a trip to China at the age of 70. Mum 

and Dad took these trips along with Kevin and his 

wife Barbara. 

As mum’s condition deteriorated, Dad found it 

more difficult to look after her and not long after 

the tragic death of her youngest daughter, Julie, 

in the year 2000 a position was made available for 

her in Morling Lodge. This was where she spent the 

last 10 years of her life. Despite her condition she 

never lost her happy spirit and she was well loved 

by staff and residents alike. Unfortunately in the 

last few years she slipped away to a point where 

communication with her became increasingly 

difficult.  

During her life Mum gave service to her family who 

she loved dearly, her country, her church and 

community for which she had an unshakable faith.  

In her own modest, unassuming way, she touched 

the lives of many people with her caring and 

generous nature. Although her best days were 

some time ago, this is the occasion where we can 

all commemorate her life which was full and 

rewarding. 

I have been fortunate to meet David Muir who 
lived in 27 Westlake before we moved there in 
1941.  An early list that I compiled noted that the 
following lived at 27 - Beattie, Muir, Gorman, 
Ware, Murphy, Austin, Fortt, and O’Brien.   

In an e-mail David recalled that his grandfather 
David Muir was an explosives expert and worked on 
the tunnels under Sydney.  David’s father was John 
(Jock) Ferels, known as Muir, got a job in 
Canberra and then wrote back to my mother 
Jeanie Russell in Scotland to come out to Australia 
and get married. They were married in St 
Andrew’s Church Balmain 15 January 1927 and 
moved to Canberra shortly afterwards to live in 27 
Westlake... Mum said she was so upset for a long 
time living way out in the bush. Our next door 
neighbours were and Mrs Meyer (of Meyer Bakery) 
and Mr and Mrs Budd on the high side [26]. 

Since meeting with David I have also come across 
the information the L Dwyer, the photographer, 
also lived at Westlake and the Muir family 
neighbour – Meyer – was also the Meyer of the 
bakery of the same name.  

Spoke also via e-mail to Max Hill who has written 
on hockey (men’s) in Canberra and remembered 
well Arthur Martin who taught at Canberra High 
and was a man who should be well remembered in 
the history of hockey in Canberra. 

During one conversation Max recalled the names of 
the people who lived in Gosse Street in Kingston. I 
asked him to write them down and here they are: 
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From Wentworth Ave up Giles Street toward the 
shops – LHS: The Goodwin family [Jack Engineering 
Shop – 5 children]; across Howitt Street, RT Whyte 
(well known tailor – 1 girl); Next house???; next 
was the house that became the Kingston PO.  
Wentworth Street towards the railway: Dr Finlay; 
Gus Phillips (well known plumber – 1 boy); Jack 
Wright (farmer – one boy). 

Howitt Street LHS from Hill’s corner – Mr Reg 
Crapp (transport, one of the Crapp family), The 
Crapp family (transport operator and contractor.  
Max kindly sent me more of his reminiscences, one 
of which I quote below: 
 

Royal Military College Duntroon 
RMC became the first self contained entity in the 

emerging city. After the 1914-18 war, the army 

was well equipped. From 1927 onwards large 

numbers of people were arbitrary transferred to 

Canberra, given a house and a place to work. 

There was a huge deficit of facilities and 

equipment for extracurricular activities such as, 

sporting events, school and church fetes, picnics, 

meeting halls and gathering places.  Duntroon was 

very well stocked with equipment that was widely 

needed such as, marquee’s of all sizes, tents of all 

sizes, full range of cooking and catering  goods, 

such as coppers, boilers, tables & seating, cutlery, 

crockery, tools of all sorts, the list seemed  

endless. And RMC loaned all this gear to the 

public without stint.  

I do not know if they ever made an official 

decision on this matter or whether the practice 

just grew from small beginnings.   

I was involved to an extent because of connections 

with multiple groups and the use of my father’s 

truck.   I did have friends at Duntroon and was 

known to the Duntroon stores staff.   Turning  up 

with a list after just a phone call to the stores 

superintendent.  The army stores were very 

orderly and neat and there always appeared to be 

an adequate number of willing privates, who’s 

only question was  Who for this time?   You see I 

had a truck (and that was not so common!) and I 

was attached to a number of organizations. 

 The army would also deliver all the requirements 

for public events and set up and erect marquees 

and return and pick them up again .  Probably the 

most common items that were borrowed were 

trestle tables and seating, seating was usually 

wooden forms that would seat five people and 

easily able to stack on the truck. Coppers for 

boiling water were also needed.   Electrical urns 

were almost unheard of, so it was not uncommon 

for an indoor function to have water boiling 

merrily outside.   

My first personal experience of the army lending 

equipment was for an Easter PFA Camp in 1937. I 

was only seventeen years old and became 

quartermaster for this camp of one hundred and 

twenty five young people between the ages of 

fifteen and thirty, of both sexes. The camp was 

based around the Acton Hall, which was used for 

kitchen, dining and meetings, Sleeping quarters 

were Army Marquees erected on the Acton Flats 

adjacent to the Hall, on an area now under the 

lake. All equipment was from the army except a 

large range that we brought on site and bricked- 

in,  A lean-to behind the Hall, was converted to a 

makeshift kitchen. At seventeen I was expected to 

organize all this? WE learnt fast in those days.  (I 

am sure that I had powerful friends behind me). 

Duntroon delivered all goods on to the sight, 

erected the Marquees and stacked the stretchers 

and left the cutlery, crockery, tables and seating, 

and boilers etc. at the Hall.  My part was making 

out the lists of requirements including planning 

menus and ordering food supplies and making it 

all work. I still have a file with details of food 

(whole sheep at three pence per pound!) 

Much has been written about early Canberra and 

its daily needs and methods of making do, and I 

have many of these publications, but almost 

nothing has been written about this service that 

the army rendered in the daily lives of citizens 

and how it filled a vital need. 

My   experience of all the above extended from 

1936. The War made changes to all this, but I do 

not remember when it was all terminated. 

Another reminiscence that I also recall was the 

twisted concrete at ground level remains of the 

first Administration Building left uncompleted. The 

remains were on the south side of the Molonglo not 

that far from the Commonwealth Bridge.   

Max also wrote about this failure - What 

happened? Why was this building started and 

stopped at ground level? And just left there for 

some years? 

Most Canberra builders of the time drew their 

supplies from the Government stores. In the case 

of this very large office building (it would have 

been the second largest to Parliament House) the 

contractor would have taken his plans to the 

Controller of Stores .Quantity Surveyors would 

have assessed material quantities and estimated 

the time frame. The Controller would then 

arrange to have the materials in store as needed.  

Huge quantities of cement was needed and Stores  

would keep a forward supply. 
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In a casual conversation one day a building 

supervisor said to the Controller of Stores, (Whom 

I think was that well known and liked ―Cocky‖ 

Roach)―They finished the concrete pour on the 

Admin building yesterday!‖ 

Oh no! said the Controller, ―they have quite a way 

to go yet, I still have sixty tons of their cement in 

store!‖    It only took a few days for smart people 

to realize that there was something quite 

radically wrong—as they say something stinks! 

Rumours spread like wildfire.  It was said that 

some people disappeared from Canberra over 

night!  (left town in a hurry)  Work was stopped 

on the site. It did not take long for the awful 

truth to be established.  The foundations were 

under strength! It was agreed that this was not 

accidental and it was believed that some person 

or persons had gained financially. 

No consulting engineers were prepared to certify 

that the foundations as poured would have enough 

strength to hold the planned building, So what to 

do?  Masterly inactivity ?    Building was 

suspended.  It was to be some years before the 

inevitable decision was made to take out the 

foundations and start again. 

The residents of Westlake cottages listed are those 
known to have lived in particular cottages – the 
residents are not listed chronologically.  PO = Post 
Office.  If you know of someone not listed please 
get in touch with me so that their name/s can be 
added. [not necessarily in order of occupation.] 

1. Knight (moved from Howies), Bourke 
2. Kinnane, Summerfield  
3. Branch, Langer, Ida Smith, Langhorn, Hunt 

(PO), Jackson 
4. John McKissock, Walters, Henderson 
5. Spooner, Holmes, James McKissock (son of 

John), Lionel Haines (son of William & Ada 
Haines, Callan 

6. Spooner, A Harrison, Reynolds, Morris, Duffus, 
McVeigh, Jesaulenko, Heidemanns 

7. Booth, Spencer McDonald, Violet Langer, 
Ivanovici, Koppler, West 

8. McCullough, Brooks, Condren, Kinnane, 
Baxter, Gibbs, Gates, Kuhn 

9. Findlay, Rawson, Tootell, Archer, Schulz, 
Bryant, Grant, Sewell, Hill, Summerhill, 
Barjucik, Barczek 

10. Kelly (took in boarders) Sandilands, Austin, 
Murray 

11. Laybutt, Green, Syphers, Corsini, Shinnick, 
McNamee, Pozzollo, Mackenzie, McCauley 

12. Barnett, McFarland, Blewitt, Gane, Haywood 
(Mrs Gane’s second marriage)  

13. Cameron, Blewitt, Smith, C McDonald, Vella 
14. Brinkman, Petty, Kirchner, Smith, Lockwood, 

Priby 

15. Duffus, Hamilton, Smith, Dinnerville (moved 
from Howies), Dawson, Szeremet, Blewitt, 
Kelly 

16. Clowry, Woodlands, Menzies, Summerfield, 
Owen 

17. Erikson, Brinkman, Rowe, Riddle, Smith 
18. J Hawke, Padrotta, Todd, Zigianiuk, Wolf 
19. Findlay, Smith, Kingswell, Skinner, Ritchie 
20. Leech, Goodgage, Scott, Kingswell, Green 
21. Unknown – house was either moved shortly 

after completion or burnt down. 
22. Brill (PO), McIntyre, Essen, Hunt (PO) 
23. Law(PO), Howard, Hart, Brown, Poulter, 

Godley, Bondarenko 
24. Irons, Tuson, Barker, Butler, Ghiradello 
25. Daniels, Budd, Box, Purtell, Tucker (lived at 

25 or 26 in 1928) 
26. Meyer, Johnson, Farrell, Gorman, Jackson 
27. Beattie, Muir, Gorman, Ware, Murphy, Austin, 

Fortt, O’Brien 
28. Jackson, Donaldson, Budd, Law, Rawlings, 

Menzies 
29. Gates, Sykes, Rudge, McNeil, Gane, Harrison, 

Buckley, Stryeharsky, Modrak, Sobierajsky, 
Kuzak, Forsti, Hovi, Heikurinen, Pylvanainen, 
Jario, Rudd 

30. Corey, Rawlings, Wilder 
31. Cleaver, Keir, Ware, Henskens, Smith 
32. Samuels, Kinnane, Paxton, Grant, Carn 
33. Brown, Fraser, Patterson (PO), Williams, 

Bateup Paxton 
34. Arbuckle, Brown, Petty, Corey, Fitzgerald, 

Lewcowitz 
35. Champ, Johnstone 
36. Brander, Andy Hawke 
37. Thompson, O’Rourke, Tschannen, Liston 
38. O’Reilly, Coves 
39. Martello, McCallum, Bell, Burns 
40. Woodman, Hawke, Higgins, Cameron, O’Neill, 

Pennington, Soboheski (George) 
41. Byrne 
42. Dixon, Peasley, Brooks 
43. Porter, N Maxwell, Roson, Martin 
44. Chuter, Edwards, Beadman, Nash, Convine, 

Fraser, McDonald (John),  
45. Okely, McGlynn, Hilton McCauley, Chatham, 

O’Rourke 
46. Baker, Harrington, Campbell, Drekovic, 

Hedrich 
47. Makin, Day, Tayler 
48. Law, Brayshaw, Brien 
49. Dwyer (Harry – another Dwyer, Leslie also 

lived at Westlake in the early years.  He lived 
in Braddon in 1928 and took up residence at 
Westlake 9.8.1926), Boyd, Reicheneder, 
Magutin 

50. Butcher, Bellchambers 
51. Lockwood, Hubbard, McIntosh, O’Brien 
52. Skinner, Rowe, Warren, Haines 
53. Byrne, Dixon 
54. Carn, Edwards, Bloomfield, West 
55. Johnson, Harrington 
56. Phillips, Maxwell, May, Gregory, Martello, 

Casey, Kimbell 
57. White, Chapman, Robinson, Smijewski, Kusak 
58. White, Adamson 
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59. Bates, Callan, de Smet, Butler 
60. Duffus, Todd, Purcell 
61. Armstrong, Jaks 
62. Atkins, Rogan, Green, Fisher, Strudwicke 

Post Office Mrs Davies, c/o – Essen, Gallagher, 

Ritchie 

(Women who were the postmistresses have after 

their family surname – PO)  

The Hall – Freeman (Mess Caterer No 3 Sewer 

Camp).  This family was followed by Bill Mitchell 

as Mess Caterer.  He took over from Herbert Daniel 

No 1 Labourers Camp and later moved to White 

City Camp following the closure of No 1.  His last 

camp was Causeway. 

Briar Farm Kinlyside, Bryant, Cook, Percy Douglas, 

Charles Foster Day etc 

A Bereavement notice in The Canberra Times 31 

October 1929 for Edward Woodman, late of [40] 

Westlake died Randwick Auxillery Hospital 30 

October, beloved husband of Laura and father of 

Gordon and Mavis. This couple I have no other 

information about.  I wonder about the cause of 

death?  His parents were Charlotte & John 

Woodman. 

Newspaper/archives references – cottage 

number unknown: 1927 Kenneth McCarthy – may 

have lived in one of the camps. 

A phone call from John Bates 25 July informed me 

that his mother, Elizabeth has also spent time in 

hospital, but is now home. During our conversation 

John mentioned that his grandmother, Vera 

Elizabeth Clarke nee Caldwell prior to her 

marriage worked for the Rev Kenneth Leslie 

McEwan, the first rector of St Paul’s Manuka.  His 

son, Paul, was a headmaster of the Church of 

England Boys Grammar and he died earlier this 

year 14 May 2010.  He was born 1 November 1923. 

I told John that Eddie Baggart is writing the history 

of St Paul’s – in particular the first St Paul’s which 

was on the ground opposite the Power Station. 

John recalled that when the time came for the old 

St Paul’s Chappel to go it was saved from being 

bull dozed by a number of our pioneers who 

included Bert Sheedy, Keith Carnall, Beryl and Sid 

Southwell, Bruce Moore, Lyall Gillespie and others.  

Elsie Slade of Queanbeyan was also a person 

involved and her father was one of the men who 

erected the pre-fabs at Narrabundah. 

Eddie’s book CAMPS, SETTLEMENTS & CHURCHES A 

History of Anglican centres of worship in the 

inner-south of Canberra 1913-2010 launched St 

Paul’s Church Hall 11.30am Sunday 31 October 

2010. I did attend the opening and am not the 

proud owner of a copy of the book.  Discovered 

during the read is information about the early 

services held at Westlake and other fascinating 

facts about our early history.  

During a conversation with Carmel Koenig (we met 

when we were three) I mentioned the book and 

she recalled that it was Father Hugerman who 

conducted the Mass at Westlake during the 1950s.  

I also recall the Salvo Services.  I seem to 

remember that we attended most of the services 

regardless of what denomination was conducting 

same. 

SHEEN – Walter &Harriet – Another great ‘find’ 

during the year was information from members of 

the Sheen family and Kristen Alexander who was at 

the time researching Des Sheen who won the DFC 

and bar – fought in the Battle of Britain - RAF.  Des 

was the eldest son of Walter & Harriet and brother 

of Gordon who also fought in WW2 in the AIF in 

New Guinea.  The family lived at Causeway where 

Harriet Sheen was the President of the Progress 

Association – an unheard of position for a woman 

at the time – great worker for the community. Des 

eventually, after the war moved to England. His 

daughter, Diana Foster-Williams and Gordon’s 

wife, Noela gave me information and photographs 

that included the first family home in Canberra – 

No 4 Howie’s Cottages – next door to Laurie 

Dinnerville’s place.  These photographs along with 

one from the Canberra & District Historical Society 

one of the last 13 cottages have helped to identify 

the exact sites of the cottages in the area now 

known as Block 3, Section 128 Stirling Park – ie 

opposite Lotus Bay on the hill either side of an old 

road.   

Above is a photograph taken c1925 showing Gordon 

with his mother, Harriet Sheen.  The house in 

background is the Dinnerville cottage.  I have 
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written an article put in the Early Canberra Web 

pages – People and Photographs sections. 

http://earlycanberra.webs.com/ - click on People 

section and later the Photo section. 

John Bruggeman has marked on an aerial map 

many of the sites of the cottages, hostel camp and 

other Howie’s sites. 

The men who lived at Howie’s built the Hotel 

Canberra.  The significance of this site has yet to 

be recognized by the Heritage Department.  This 

site is the first and only settlement built by a 

private contractor for his workers.  The cottages 

built by Howie’s carpenters influenced HM Rolland 

government architect in his design for a portable 

timber cottage – first constructed at Westlake – 

our homes – in 1924 followed by another 15 at 

Acton and in 1925 100 odd at Causeway. 

Trish Frei and I had a wander via car (Trish’s) 

around Westridge starting at the Brickworks.  

Because trees have been cut down in the area of 

the last Brickwork’s camp the cutting of the old 

train (referred to as tramway) has been exposed.  

Sadly, when we got to Section 64 where the brick 

cottages erected in 1921-1922 are/were the area 

that I thought had been heritage listed has been 

decimated.  Jeremiah Dillon’s (sewer foreman) 

cottage remains, but the others nearby have had 

substantial work done on them which has changed 

the character of the area.  In between the corner 

house and Jeremiah’s flats are to be erected. 

Below is a section of the rail cutting August 2010 

 

 

Next photograph: Jeremiah’s cottage 

 

 

Above – detail of the half a garage left. The other 

half was on the next door property. Below culvert 

on the old Uriarra Road.  The road is on the left of 

the culvert.  From the area where this was taken a 

small portion of the road remains. 

 

Yesterday I received the sad news of the death of 

Dave Meyers, not a Westlake boy, but a lad who 

loved the history of our land and was one of the 

folk singing group who played at many of the 

Canberra & District Historical Society functions.  

For many years he has been the President and one 

of the mainstays of the ACT Regional Studied group 

and the organiser of many interesting talks given 

to the group.  Dave is survived by his partner, 

Susan and brothers Colin, Stephen, Craig, Wendy 

http://earlycanberra.webs.com/
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and their families.  He died from an aggressive 

cancer on Thursday 23rd September at 10.30pm 

and will be cremated at Norwood Park 

Crematorium after his funeral service which began 

at 10.30am on 1st October 2010.  Dave published 

his book, Lairds, Lags & Larrikins.  It was launched 

at the Governor General’s residence at the end of 

June 2010.   

In a conversation with Moya Strikland (O’Rourke) I 

learnt of the death of her sister, Jane Tshanen 

who died in June this year. She had reached her 

late 80s and her birthday was the same day as 

Moya’s – 29 November.  Moya is now the only 

remaining member of the large O’Rourke family of 

Westlake. 

She also informed me that Roma Banks (nee Brien) 

of 48 Westlake is in the Queanbeyan Hospital and 

that Mervyn Haines, who now lives in Bateman’s 

Bay, is in a nursing home following a stroke.  

Carmel Koenig (nee Maxwell) and Brian Carn are 

also residents of Batemans Bay. 

In the discussion about the old days I mentioned 

that I had found an article in the on-line nla 

Canberra Times articles on the opening of the 

Steam Laundry in Braddon in 1926. Eileen and Jane 

O’Rourke worked there as well as members of the 

Day family of Briar Farm.  I also found an article 

when searching for information on Hunt’s Garage 

at the back of the Hotel Canberra one about a fire 

in a garage of L Haines’ at Westlake with quite a 

lot of damage and there were also the articles 

about some of the fights at the rear of the Hotel 

with some Westlake names mentioned. 

 

On Saturday 6 November at 10am I joined a group 

for A STROLL THROUGH STIRLING RIDGE. This walk 

was led by Sarah Sharp on behalf of the Friends of 

Grasslands: www.fog.org.au.  The button 

wrinklewort (endangered wildflower) was out in 

bloom along with many other native plants. 

The Friends of the Grasslands have been working in 

Stirling Park (former Westlake) to remove woody 

weeds and replant.  They are sensitive to the sites 

of our old homes and the many Ngunawal sites of 

importance. 

Members of this groups would also like to see 

Stirling Park declared a National Park.  The park is 

not really a park – it is land set aside for National 

‘needs’.  This area of land is in the centre of the 

city and as well as being an important Ngunawal 

site it also bears lightly the marks of the European 

use of the land that includes the homes of the 

construction workers who built the Provisional 

Parliament House.  It is a small pocket of land 

little changed by Europeans – a sanctuary for birds, 

endangered wild flowers – magnificent old gums 

etc etc. It should remain for all Canberran’s to 

enjoy – not be built upon by embassies and a Prime 

Minister’s Lodge. 

Currently John Bruggeman and I are marking the 

major European sites in the park using GPS.  We 

have made a start on the area of Block 3, Section 

128 Stirling Park, Yarralumla – Below is the first of 

our efforts.  It has been followed by Tradesmen’s 

Camp and yet still to do is the block next to Flynn 

Drive (ready for development) and the sites of our 

houses and Stirling Ridge.  

 

DETAIL OF BLOCK 3, SECTION 128 STIRLING PARK – 

EASTERN SIDE –SITE OF HOWIE’S SETTLEMENT & 

TRADESMEN’S CAMP. MAP SHOWS HOWIE’S SITES 

AND FEW OTHERS. 

The old road shown in the 1913 map is the same 

track shown crossing the above photograph.  The 

quagmire is the green area that is shown as creeks 

to the right of Howie’s Cottages in the earlier 

map.   No 4 marks the cross roads and to the right 

of the quagmire was the site of the Tradesmen’s 

Camp.  The road near Lotus Bay is Alexander Drive 

and bottom – Forster Crescent.  The above marked 

sites are only a few – others will be added with 

time including the Tradesmen’s sites and others in 

the park.  On the day when this work was carried 

out the quagmire lived up to its name – inches of 

water 

The track that runs up to Forster Crescent 

continued down the hill from the point of 4.  It is 

not clear in this photograph but it did continue 

down to join the track seen just above 17 and 

continued across to the Hotel Canberra.  The 

Quagmire is the green area. The area to the left of 

the quagmire is Contractor John Howie’s 

Settlement – 1922- c1930/31. The Tradesmen’s 

Camp 1923-1927 is to the right of the Quagmire. 

http://www.fog.org.au/
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1927 is to the right of the Quagmire. 

1. Marker post, Hostel Ablutions’ area. 

2. Concrete slab – lavatory block Hostel 

Camp 

3. Old road near quagmire 

4. Cross-roads NW and EW intersection. Pile 

of river rocks on upper right side of road 

as going up the hill. The stones put there 

to stabilize the land. 

5. Pile of large uneven coarse rocks, old 

Holden fender, rocks that may be part of 

garden bed of chimney stack. Large dead 

tree cut back – probably the tree in the 

street Howie’s cottages CDHS photograph. 

The car is on the site of No 3 Howie’s 

Cottages. 

6. Wheelbarrow pile of concrete near the 

man hole and tree with metal hooks etc 

in trunk.  This would be the area referred 

to by Walter Sheen as about 50 yards from 

their house (4 Howie’s) – the sewer 

miners used explosives at 12 midnight – so 

loud the children had to have cotton wool 

in their ears to stop them from waking. 

7. Recreation Hall for married couples – 

Howie’s Cottages 

8. Dug out building platform – possibly one 

of the sites of shared lavatories for 

Howie’s. 

9. 2 X toilet block platforms 

10. Aboriginal scar on tree stump 

11. Western end of Howie’s where it joins the 

modern walking track. This road would 

have joined a road closer to the one that 

is referred in early maps as a deep water 

course.  Near this creek in Block 4, 

Section 128 which is an undeveloped 

road, is the only known temporary septic 

tank of type built in the FCT (now ACT) 

before the sewer system was completed. 

12. Roadway junction Y junction.  The old 

road joins the surviving part of the track 

connecting the area with the Hotel 

Canberra. 

13. Quarry or early mining site – one of two.  

Small scale limited mining – probably for 

gold took place on this hill and on Stirling 

Ridge (Section 22, Stirling Park, 

Yarralumla) – probably in the 1860s when 

John Morrison had a tenant farm in the 

area.  John Morrison Jr of Tralee was born 

during the time this family lived in the 

area. 

14. Howie’s house –  originally identified as 

No 2, but now think – 4 – Site of Sheen’s 

cottage 

15. Dump for 4 – major dump area that still 

has 1930s and earlier glass including 

purple (pre 1916). Exotic hedge shown in 

NCA map – to the east running NS 

16. No 3 Howie’s House 

17. Concrete surveyor’s mark – old concrete 

posts marking.  There are others within 

the area- still to be marked on map. 

18. Possible site for the CDHS photograph to 

be taken from the old road on the end 

near the Creek.  No 3 is the light toned 

house third from the end top side. The 

cross road can be seen between the 

cottages and behind the trees. 

 
CDHS photograph 

 

19. Old car remains, dump and house site 

where a painter lived – Hamilton? The 

cottage was 3 Howie’s 

20. Howie’s House site 1 or 2 – ice making 

metal container. One of two left on the 

site.  The container was filled with water 

and frozen.  The ice was made at the 

Cordial & Ice Factory at Civic, owned in 

the 1920s by TJ Sheekey and later by the 

Commonwealth Cordial Company. 

 

21. Toilet slab – photograph of Freeman 

children taken c1925/26 showing the 

lavatory on the block.  Pre-1926 concrete, 

pile of broken bricks – same as at Hotel 

Canberra – to south behind the slab. 

22. Freeman’s tent site – probably previously 

tenanted by Mrs Erikson, Mess Caterer for 

Tradesmen’s Camp – moved into a 

Westlake Cottage in 1924 when they 

became available. 

23. Marker Post – old Tradesmen’s Camp 

1923-1927 – ablution block – Study area. 

Iris plants growing. 

24. Ablutions Block area of Tradesmen’s 

Camp – running down the slope N-S 

direction. Near the road there are a 

number of stone arrangements that are 

probably Aboriginal in origin. 
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http://canberracamps.webs.com/pdf%20files/20.1

0.10%20GPS%20Information%20Tradesmen's%20Cam

p.pdf  

The above site on my new web – Canberra Camps 

in the Westlake section shows the sites in the area 

of the Tradesmen’s Camp on Block 3, Section 128 

Stirling Park (Westlake).  It also marks a few other 

sites such as the septic tank near Haines’ Creek.  

John Bruggeman has provided excellent 

photographs and information about TJ Sheekey’s 

soft drink bottles. Sheekey provided the soft drinks 

for the 1913 naming ceremony and 9th May 1927 

opening of Provisional Parliament House.  He also 

had the cordial factory and Ice making factory 

erected in Mort St Braddon.  He sold out to John 

Dean who produced the Cotter Cordial Co soft 

drinks – sold to Commonwealth Cordial Co – sold to 

Capital Cordial Co.  Those of us old enough will 

remember the three C’s motif on the bottles of 

Commonwealth & Capital Cordial Companies. 

During one search through the old newspapers I 

came across advertisements that advertised a 

char-a-banc (40 seater) service between Westridge 

and Queanbeyan Railway Station run by RF Tetley. 

These advertisements appeared in the Queanbeyan 

papers in 1925. I did find an earlier one in 1923 

that advertised the service between the Power 

House via Molonglo to Queanbeyan.    

His twice daily service in 1925 commenced from 

Westridge to Westlake, Tradesmen’s Camp, Hostel 

[Hotel Canberra], Acton Cross Roads, Power 

House, Molonglo to Queanbeyan.  The first service 

started at 7 pm and was in time to meet the train 

from Sydney.  It began its return run at around 

4.30am following the arrival of the Cooma train. 

The Day Service left Westridge at 8.45 am and 

returned 9.30pm 

At 8.20am on Sunday 21 November 2010, Devi 

Weerasingam, a neighbour of many years and a 

lovely gentle person, died.  She had been in ill 

health for some months, hence in many ways, her 

passing was a release from pain.   We first met 

when I began to feed their dog, Max, when the 

family was away from home.  Devi never forgot my 

birthday and always sent a card and present. 

The funeral included Christian, Buddhist and Hindu 

Ceremonies.   

PS Anyone with a story out there who would like 

to share – would love a copy and will add to 

newsletters and web pages (with permission of 

course!) 

Another late ‘entry’.  I have just been informed 

of the death of D’Arcy McInnes (‘Barbie’).  He 

was born on 22 October 1920 and died the day 

after his 90th birthday on 23 October 2010.   I 

first met D’Arcy about twenty years ago.  He had 

lived in the Home & Territories Camp at 

Duntroon and kindly showed me the site of his 

old home – now part of a carpark at the Royal 

Military College University.  His photographs 

were published in the first edition of The 

Builders of Canberra 1909 – 1929.   

 

 

MAY YOUR CHIRSTMAS BE A HAPPY 

ONE AND THAT THE NEW YEAR BE 

ONE TROUBLE FREE AND KEEP YOU 

AND YOURS IN GOOD HEALTH.  

ANN [GUGLER] 

http://canberracamps.webs.com/pdf%20files/20.10.10%20GPS%20Information%20Tradesmen's%20Camp.pdf
http://canberracamps.webs.com/pdf%20files/20.10.10%20GPS%20Information%20Tradesmen's%20Camp.pdf
http://canberracamps.webs.com/pdf%20files/20.10.10%20GPS%20Information%20Tradesmen's%20Camp.pdf

